tricts. By the 29th June the mutineers were re-
ported to be moving on Lucknow by the Fyzabad
road, emboldened by the news that Sir Hugh
Wheeler's command had been wiped out at Cawn-
pore. Lawrence undertook a reconnoissance in force
and found himself engaged with the main body of
the rebels, six or seven thousand strong, instead of
the advanced guard of six hundred, as he had ex-
pected. The odds were about ten to one, but even
then he might have held his own had all his troops
been staunch and fit for their work. The loyal sepoys
of the 15th Native Infantry fought with spirit, but
the Sikh cavalry bolted and some of the Indian
gunners and drivers overturned their guns and rode
away with the waggon teams.
The column had been ordered to move out at
dawn, but owing to delay on the part of the artillery
the sun was well up before it left the Residency.
The men of the 52nid Foot, the Cornwall Regiment,
who had been under arms day and night for several
weeks, and some of whom had been drinking the
night before, were given no refreshment before
starting. They were halted by the Kokrail bridge
before the final advance, but though coffee, biscuits,
and rum had been brought along with the baggage
by Lawrence's orders, neither food nor drink was
served out to the men. When they went into action,,
they were faint from empty stomachs and exhausted
by marching over heavy ground in the morning sua.
Lieutenant Colonel Case was shot down as he led his
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